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Website Editorial

October 23, 2007

Long Headline: From The FARM To The Stage: A Retrospective

Short Headline: Down on The FARM
Subhead: You know where we’re heading, but here’s a look at where we’re coming from.

Byline: By Kevin DeLury

Consider most of the bands you listen to right now. Out of those bands, how many of them have radio play, features in magazines, TV appearances and are generally regarded as players in the mainstream?

Well before any of that, chances are they were traveling the country in a van, playing at any club they could and sleeping on the nearest available floor. More than likely, they slugged through thankless day jobs until the next gig. They handled their own merch, the distribution of their own albums, maintained their own websites and were on the frontline of every aspect of their band.

This is, in its purest essence, what indie rock embodies. The hundreds of thousands of bands that operate outside of the mainstream-whether it be by choice, because their sound is too raw or any number of other reasons.

And if a band can exist (and thrive) off the grid, why not a label? Providing distribution and all the other accouterments of a normal label, but with a human face put on it, the indie labels of the world play home to bands that share the goal of not of making it big, but making it count.

Sure it sounds idealistic in the face of mainstream rock, but what kind of music with any staying power has been created without facing adversity? 

As the topography of the musical landscape has shifted over the years, so has the power wielded by the independent label and band. The single biggest change, of course, is the Internet. Indie labels and bands now have a powerful ace up their sleeve. More exposure, more opportunity, and more avenues to peruse…like this.

And what exactly is this? What is The FARM, why are we here and what are we doing? All good questions, to be certain. 

Simply, The FARM is Camel’s effort to support independent record labels and musicians. That support means a lot of different things: shows, compilation CDs, website promotion, advertising and a whole lot more. We reach out to bands personally and take great pride in watching them succeed. Make no mistake, each and every person involved in The FARM is deeply rooted in their love of music and it’s for that very reason they’re here.

We kicked things off in 2005 with a staff of eight. Meeting up from all across the country, it was evident that everyone came from different scenes, backgrounds and musical tastes. Through all the differences, the groundwork of a different kind of indie support network was built. We started small, with a handful of labels and bands, throwing local shows. Little by little, we got our name out; people learned what we were about and we learned more about the bands and labels. What did they need help with most? Where were their strengths? Every day, new possibilities arose, new challenges were met and new music got discovered. Not a bad way to spend the day.

So here we are two years later. We’ve met a lot of new faces and thrown more than our fair share of shows. Maybe you caught our Naked Raygun reunion show in Chicago (by far the craziest fans we’ve ever seen). Did you happen to go to the Black Tooth Bash in LA? We were there, too. The Gore Gore Girls made their way to Austin for our compilation CD tour…now that was a great show. 

The point is, we’re all over the place, doing all sorts of different things. The world of indie is bigger than anyone could’ve imagined, and The FARM has a lot of ground to cover.

So welcome to The FARM. Feel free to check out some of our upcoming shows, take a look at past ones, drop us a line on the message board or listen to some of our favorite bands on the FARM player. There’s a lot to do and even more on the way.  
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Alright Tonight chill out before rocking out a FARM Show
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Icarus Line left ears ringing at San Diego’s FARM Event
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Ten Benson redefines what you thought it meant to rock.
